Residential Water Recycling

Recycled water is highly treated domestic wastewater that can be used for landscapes. There are multiple
grades of wastewater -- Greywater is domestic wastewater from kitchen sinks, dishwashers, and washing
machines. Greywater may include household cleaning products and food particles. Blackwater refers to
water used in toilets -- water that contains human excrement. In total, 50 to 80 percent of water used in
homes is recyclable. Greywater (and even blackwater) can be diverted and treated through a filter system and
then further used to irrigate landscapes.

Depending on the extent of treatment, recycled water can be cleaner and safer to use than tap water. This
practice has become more widespread in California and other arid states. Each state has a set of specific
regulations on the use of recycled water use, and some states require permits. Using recycled water can
significantly reduce residential water waste.
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